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JULY MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, July 9, at noon, in the Dowse Library ; the 
President, Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the New- 
York State Agricultural Society ; the New- York His- 
torical Society ; the Chicago Historical Society ; J. R. 
Bartlett, Esq. ; William Willis, Esq. ; Dr. Samuel A. 
Green; L. A. Huguet-Latour and Samuel P. Fowler, 
Esqs. ; and Mr. Parkman, of the Society. 

The President read a letter from L. M. Sargent, Esq., 
communicating a paper from Mr. Henry Lunt, father 
of the late Rev. Dr. Lunt, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Society, accompanying, and giving account of, a 
candlestick saved by his father from the sinking wreck 
of the " Bonhomme Richard," after her memorable bat- 
tle with the " Serapis ; " which relic Mr. Lunt has pre- 
sented to this Society. The paper of Mr. Lunt is as 
follows : — 

This candlestick — whether of French or English manufac- 
ture I am not informed — possibly might have been one of 
the captured articles from prizes taken by the "Bonhomme 
Richard " before the capture of the ship " Serapis." In such 
case, it is highly probable that it was of British manufacture. 
But it is most likely that it was attached to the ward-room fur- 
niture of the "Richard" before she left the port of L' Orient in 
the summer of 1779, at the commencement of the cruise 
which terminated in the capture of the British ships of war, 
the " Serapis " and " Countess of Scarborough ; " and, if so, 
it is no doubt of Frencli manufacture. 



1857.] CANDLESTICK PROM THE " BONHOMME BICHAED." 215 

I had the following account of it from my father when 
I was a child, and often since then repeated ; and know of 
its being in our family ever since I was about four years 
of age. 

When the engagement was terminated, the first lieutenant 
(Dale), being badly wounded, was carried from the prize on 
board the " Bonhomme Richard " to obtain surgical aid. The 
second lieutenant (my father), having then charge of the 
" Serapis " (the prize), was ordered to follow the " Eichard ; " 
and, the day after the battle, that ship had been so much shat- 
tered as to render it impossible to keep her above water. This 
having been discovered, the second lieutenant, with others from 
the squadron, repaired with their boats to the " Bonhomme 
Richard," in order to render all the assistance possible in 
saving the crew and the prisoners, with as much of the effects, 
too, as practicable. The water gained so fast upon the pumps, 
that it was with the greatest difficulty that the crew of the 
" Richard " and the prisoners were rescued. In this great 
confusion, to save something, this candlestick was seized hold 
of in the officers' room, and was the only article which my 
father then could save from the " Richard ; " not having been 
able to save any of his wardrobe. This same candlestick ac- 
companied him afterwards in the " Serapis " to the Texel in 
Holland ; and from thence, in the ship " Alliance," to Prance ; 
and also from France, in the ship " Ariel," to Philadelphia ; 
under the command, in these several ships, of Commodore 
John Paul Jones : the cruises all being ended at the latter 
place in the spring of 1781. This same candlestick, to my 
knowledge, has continued in our family ever since that period. 

HENRt LUNT. 

Extract from Cooper's "■Naval History," vol. i. p. 202. 

" By this time, Mr. Lunt, the second lieutenant, who had 
been absent in the pilot-boat, had got alongside, and was on 
board the prize. To this officer Mr. Dale now consigned the 
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charge of the ' Serapis : ' the cable was cut, and the ship 
followed the 'Richard,' as ordered 

" Although this protracted and bloody combat had now 
ended, neither the danger nor the labors of the victors were 
over. The ' Richard ' was both sinking and on fire. The 
flames . . . extended so far as to menace the magazine ; while 
all the pumps, in constant use, could barely keep the water at 
the same Jevel 

" In this manner did the night of the battle pass, with one 
gang always at the pumps, and another contending with the 
flames, until about ten o'clock in the forenoon of the 24th, 
when the latter were got under 

" On the morning of the succeeding day . . . about ten, 
the ' Bonhomme ' wallowed heavily, gave a roll, and settled 
slowly into the sea, bows foremost." 

The above paper having been read, it was Voted, 
That the thanks of this Society be presented to Mr. 
Henry Lunt for the interesting relic which he has 
added to the Society's cabinet. 

Mr. WiLLARD read a passage from Hutchinson's 
" History of Massachusetts," relating to the unscrupu- 
lous efforts used to effect the removal of Governor Bel- 
cher; also extracts from letters written in 1739 by 
Shirley — Belcher's successor in the government — to 
General Waldo, then in London, showing the complicity 
of Shirley in some of the means adopted to accomplish 
this object. 

Mr. Ames produced a large bundle of deeds and 
copies of acts of the Colonial Government of Plymouth, 
and of the Colonial and Provincial Governments of 
Massachusetts ; also of Indian deeds, town-votes, actions 
at law, surveys, plans, depositions, &c., bearing upon 
the question of the boundary line between the Colo- 
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nies of Plymouth and Massachusetts ; and upon the 
location and bounds of a grant made to Peregrine 
"White, by the Colony Court at Plymouth, in October, 
1665, " in respect that he was the first of the English 
that was born in these parts." 

Among these documents was a certified copy from the 
Records, showing that the king's commissioners request- 
ed the Colony Court of Plymouth to accommodate Lieut. 
Peregrine White with a portion of land, in respect that 
he was the first of the English that was born in these 
parts ; and that the Court, in October, 1665, granted him 
two hundred acres of land, lying and being at the path 
that goes from Bridge water to the Bay, adjoining to the 
Bay line. Also a certified copy of the Indian deed of 
Wampatuck, or Chickatabuck, to Peregrine White in 
February following, of two hundred acres of land be- 
tween Bridgewater and the Bay bounds ; with liberty to 
said "White, upon view, to select instead any other tract 
between Bridgewater and the Bay bounds, yet ungranted. 
Also a copy of the record of the doings of the Plymouth 
Colony Government in 1667, in which the Court declared 
that the land which the Court gave liberty to Mr. Pere- 
grine White to purchase of Wampatuck or Chickata- 
buck was situated as follows, viz. : " Beginning at a 
certain stake where is a heap of stones in the path from 
Bridgewater to Braintree, and in the line betwixt the 
Massachusetts and Plymouth bounds ; from thence in 
the bound line to the head of a brook called by the In- 
dians Shanamacknoegg ; from thence circular, as the 
brook runneth, until it meets with another stream called 
by the Indians Shumacastasant ; and then crossing a 

28 
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stream, running near north and south, stretching thi-ee 
hundred and twenty rods eastward ; and then a due 
square to the Massachusetts bound line, be it more or 
less, according to the Indian deed." 

Mr. Ames also produced the original deed, dated Sept. 
5, 1667, signed by Peregrine White, acknowledged be- 
fore Richard Bellingham, Governor of Massachusetts, 
Oct. 8, 1667, and before Josias Winslow, assistant. May 
23, 1673, by which Peregrine "White sold and conveyed 
said tract to Col. Daniel Searle, Esq., in consideration 
of sixty pounds. In this deed the tract is called four 
hundred acres or more. Mr. Ames also produced the 
original deed of Searle to Thomas Snell and John 
Howard, and Ephraim Howard, of Bridgewater, in the 
year 1703. 

The location of the said grant or tract of land of 
Peregrine White, bounded north by the Massachusetts 
line for the distance of about one mile, was the subject 
of numerous suits in the courts of law from 1704 to 
1785. During the same period, the General Court, on 
numerous occasions, took action upon the subject, with 
a view to settle the controversies, as well as to define the 
line between the two late Colonies of Plymouth and 
Massachusetts. In some of the numerous lawsuits, it 
appears by the record that the elder President Adams, 
James Otis, jun., and Timothy Ruggles, were engaged as 
counsel. Among the numerous proceedings of the 
General Court, before the Revolution, to settle the line 
between the former colonies, it appears, by the General 
Court Records, that in 1772 Hon. Artemas Ward, then 
of the Council (afterwards Major-General Ward), was 
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chairman of a joint committee of both branches of the 
General Court which went upon the line, viewed and 
reported at an adjourned session of the General Court. 

After a contest of eighty-one years, the controversy 
was finally brought to an end about the year 1781 ; at 
which time, Daniel Howard, Esq., of that part of Bridge- 
water now North Bri^gewater, and who died in 1821, 
was the principal actor on the part of those who claimed 
under the Plymouth Colony. 

Mr. Ames stated that Mr. Howard had collected, for 
evidence, the original deed of Peregrine White to Searle ; 
a copy of every act of the Colonial Government of 
Plymouth, and of the Colonial and Provincial Govern- 
ments of Massachusetts ; a copy of every Indian deed, 
of all town-votes, and of all votes and doings of proprie- 
tors of common lands ; a copy of all records of actions 
at law; the originals or copies of all surveys, plans, 
depositions, and, indeed, of every possible paper, docu- 
ment, or writing, that could bear upon the question of 
the boundary line between the Colonies of Plymouth 
and Massachusetts, and upon the location and bounds 
of the Peregrine White grant or tract, from the first 
settlement of the country down to 1785. 

Mr. Ames also stated that he had recently found this 
valuable collection in the dwelling-house of a son of the 
said Daniel Howard ; that the papers were now in his 
own control ; and he declared his purpose, in due sea- 
son, to arrange the whole in chronological order, to 
prepare an index, to append notes to facilitate inves- 
tigation, and to bind the same, and place the volume in 
the library of the Society. 
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Rev. Samuel Osgood, D.D., of New York, was elected 
a Corresponding Member of the Society. 



AUGUST MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 13, at noon, at their rooms in Tremont 
Street, Boston ; the President, Hon. Robert C. Win- 
THROP, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain ; the Society of Antiquaries, 
London; the Mercantile-Library Association of New 
York; the Trustees of the Free Public Library, New 
Bedford ; Charles Stoddard, Esq. ; H. B. Dawson, Esq. ; 
Wm. J. Rhees, Esq. ; Rev. E. A. Park ; and from Messrs. 
Deane, Livermore, and Robbins, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from "Wil- 
liam Dui'rant Cooper, F.S.A., communicating his accept- 
ance as a Corresponding Member of the Society. Rev. 
E. H. Sears was elected a Resident Member of the 
Society. 

The President communicated a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Society of Antiquaries, dated London, 20th 
April, 1857, announcing the gift by said Society of a 
large number of their publications ; whereupon, it was 
voted that the thanks of this Society be returned, in due 
form, to the Society of Antiquaries, for their valuable 
donation. 

The President, in a few appropriate remarks, an- 



